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The priest's acceptance of his teachings meant very much
to George, who had written from Ireland, "Sure as we live the
world is moving. A Power infinitely superior to ours is forcing
it on!"5
Father McGlynn's outspoken support of George could
scarcely go unnoticed by the enemies of the Irish cause. Soon
word came from Cardinal Simeoni, Prefect of Propaganda in
Rome, ordering the American priest's suspension unless Car-
dinal McCloskey of New York should rule otherwise. An inter-
view followed with the Cardinal and Father McGlynn sought
to clear up his superior's misunderstanding of the doctrine
which he had been advocating. The upshot of the interview was
that the priest promised not to make any more speeches for the
Land League, "not because I acknowledged the right of any one
to forbid me, but because I knew too well the power of my
ecclesiastical superiors to impair and almost destroy my useful-
ness in the ministry of Christ's Church to which I had conse-
crated my life."
Shortly after George returned to New York he called upon
his new advocate. He found in the tall, handsome, dark-haired
man with the resonant voice and gracious manner, the strength
that endeared him to his huge congregation. The meeting con-
vinced McGlynn, as he said later, that "Mr. George's genius
and intellectual gifts do not exceed his gifts and graces of
heart and character and his profoundly reverent and religious
spirit."6
It was only a few weeks after this meeting that George's be-
loved friend, Francis George Shaw, died after a short illness.7
The loss of this wise and learned man, who had been a
bulwark in time of need, hurt him deeply. As a last reminder
of the faith and generosity of Shaw came a gift of $1,000 in his
will to the younger man—his "proxy."
"What a curious life mine is," George told a friend, "literally
from hand to mouth; yet always a way seems to open."8
The Shaw bequest, he believed, was intended to relieve him
from the strain of hack writing. Turning down Charles Nord-
hoffs appeal that he run for Congress, early in the new year,
George started work on a book dealing with the tariff question.
He found time, however, for other writing. In March of 1883,
the North American Review9 published an article "Money in
Elections" in which George advocated the Australian ballot,

